



British Society for Neuroendocrinology

Annual General Meeting

Monday the 8th July 2013
University of Manchester 
In attendance  - >20 members of the Society

In the chair  - Kevin O’Byrne (KOB)

1. Apologies for absence, John Morris, Preeti Jethwa, Maria Canal, Jon Johnson, Dave Grattan (DG)
2. Approval of the minutes of the 2012 AGM Aberdeen.
After a correction of fact regarding the impact factor of the Journal and an editorial change the minutes were approved as a fair and accurate record of the meeting, Proposed, Megan Holmes, (MH), Seconded, Giles Yeo (GY).
3. Matters arising
None that will not be covered in the following reports.
4. Chair’s report 

The society and the Journal are both in a good state. 
 Important development over the last 12 months have been 
· the appointment of Julian Mercer (JM) as the new editor in chief for the Journal of Neuroendocrinology.  JM will take over in Jan 2014.  
· Amy Warner (AW) to take on the role of looking after the website which is effectively the role of outreach secretary as the website is our main outreach activity but this role will also encompass communications secretary.  It is noted by the steering committee that this role may need financial as well as academic support.  The development of the website may need us to buy more services from Portland which will have a cost implication. 

· Waljit Dhillo has joined the committee to represent the clinical side of the society. 

· following last year’s AGM, the number of society grant deadlines was increased from 3/yr to 4/yr but this hasn’t increased the numbers of applications.  
It was noted for consideration by the members that GY had been charged with investigation of whether the annual meeting should move from July to early September. 
Relative to ICN 2014 – DG has requested support for symposium support and the Mortyn Jones lecture and that KOB is to respond requesting more details. Plans for BSN support for the membership to be discussed later)
5. Treasurers report
MH presented the accounts for calendar year 2012.  There was net income, arising from subscriptions but mostly royalties from the journal.  Surprisingly this income was still increasing and was approximately £163K.  The accounts for 2012 contained annual conference income, this was the income from the previous year’s conference for which costs had previously been paid.  Income from interest on held reserves is low due to low bank interest rates.  Under expenditure there is an item listed as conference sponsorship, this is matched funding with Wiley and is separate from the symposium support grants.  The cost to the BSN of the Aberdeen conference was approximately £14K.  Journal costs and journal office costs are ~£30K. The main expenditure was grants to members which increased from £53-67K.  There is a large increase in the website costs this reflects the change between Ian Hill and Portland press and the setup charges for the new website as well as a monthly charge from Portland for maintaining the site.  However it should be noted that the website is much improved and is a resource for the neuroendocrine community.  
Overall there is a net income to the BSN of ~£22K from year ending Dec 2012.

While the steering committee had allocated £50-75K towards ICN 2014, in light of the income during 2012 the steering committee are proposing that we increase the amount to £100K but exactly how it will be allocated is dependent upon the response from DG. 
Gareth Leng (GL) asked why the subscription to the INF is not listed in the accounts.  

ACTION MH/ML – investigate if when INF subscriptions paid and reported. 

Fran Ebling commented that the BSN is morally obliged to support the ICN, and he felt the best way was via supporting BSN member’s registration as opposed to support for multiple symposia. It was noted that support of BSM member’s registration and travel are all part of the current funding plan, in addition to support for the Mortyn Jones lecture and actual costs of a symposium.  
6. Membership secretary report

Specific figures were not presented as MC is on maternity leave.  It was not thought that membership had changed significantly. 
7. Meeting secretary’s report
KOB reported that there has been discussion about a joint meeting with the French society, in Lille in 2015.  

KOB proposed that we should consider a reciprocal joint meeting with the Turkish Neuroendocrine society, to match that held in Cambridge, and that this could be in 2016.
GL indicated that this would meant that the next 3 meeting would be held outside the UK and that this would potentially be disadvantageous to young neuroendocrinologists which have always been a focus of the BSN annual meeting, and that if three meeting were to be held outside the UK asked whether an alternate meeting could be held for the ESRs.  KOB responded that the plan is to have an annual ESR ‘event’ which would be linked to the annual meeting and that this could be used for the suggested purpose if we did have three years without a UK meeting.  AW noted that this year the ESRs had tried a ‘pre’ annual BSN conference meeting and were involved in the Alison Douglas Summer School, to be held next week but that no firm plans had been set for what events would be held after that.    
8. Grant panel co-ordinator report 

AF reported that the 4 schemes would welcome more applications.  After the last AGM we moved to quarterly applications but this hasn’t changed the numbers of applications. Over £70K had been distributed to BSN members in the previous 12 months. £30K had been spent on project support, only 2 research visits had been funded but that this was a 100% funding rate, 8 summer studentships had been funded for summer 2013.  Money had also been distributed to BSN members via the international travel and symposium grants. 

9. Outreach co-ordinators report

Main activities over the last year have been the website redevelopment.  The top layer of all sections on the website now had content and 4 of 6 have additional layers of information. The neuroendocrine briefings had also been added to the website.  
10. Journal of Neuroendocrinology Editors report
11. Journal of Neuroendocrinology secretary’s report
The Journal is in good shape.  Current impact 3.31 (3.14 in 2011; 4.65 in 2010, 3.7 in 2009). Current revenues to end of May are 96% of the total in 2012, so a  little ahead of budget. Current renewal is 97.6% of previous year – very good compared with many. J Neuroendocrinol is currently available to 4625 institutions via consortia and free to 3300 in developing world. 98% of subscriptions are now on-line.  Downloads are rising, up 7% on 2012

Open access fees it had been questioned as to how J Neuroendocrinology compared to other Journals.  Wiley Blackwell had looked into this and we are comparable but Wiley Blackwell are looking into the consequences of reduced the open access fee for BSN members.  

The journal is going online only from the end of the year.  
JM reported that the neuroendocrine briefings are currently counted as publications by ISI but as they are not (often) cited they bring the journal IF down. GL said that this shouldn’t be the case. JM reported that the briefings meet half the criteria for being called a paper.  JM raised the questions as to whether anyone will see them in an online journal.  Wiley Blackwell have agreed to ask ISI to reclassify the briefings, if we want to keep them in the journal.  The AGM was asked if we want to keep them in the journal.  The question was asked whether they be found on pubmed, which they can.   ML said that if not published in the journal, he thought it would be difficult to get anyone to write them.  JM noted they are well respected, being translated into French and Japanese and that DG was keen that they remain in the journal even if in a slightly altered format so as not to be classified as papers.  
ACTION JMo - to ask Wiley to question the classification of the briefings as papers by ISI as the BSN did want to keep them in the journal. 
JM as the incoming EIC reported that – He was very pleased to be taking on the journal.  At the transition 2 senior editors will step down and that these will be replaced by Perry Barret and Linda Williams, in addition a reviews editor will be instigated and this will be Peter Morgan.  This will provide a core editorial team at Aberdeen. At this point no major changes are planned but as of this meeting two plenary speakers have been asked, and have agreed to write reviews and the Mick Harbuz lecturers will be asked to write a review for inclusion in the Journal. 
12. To receive and approve the 2012 Trustees report and Accounts 
It was noted that the trustees report and accounts have been approved by the trustees and will go on the website presently.

ACTION MH/ML – submit report to Rana at Portland  
13. Re-appointment of an external examiner of accounts: Greenhalgh
Proposed GY,.  Seconded GL
14. Re-election of Trustees

The re-election of the current trustees was approved by the AGM and KOB informed the AGM that Jane Robinson had agreed to join the board of trustees. 
15. Proposal and election of new Honorary Members

The AGM was informed that Gerald Lincoln had been nominated for Honorary membership and that we were awaiting him noting his agreement.  
No further nominations were received from the AGM at this point. 
16. Any other competent business
17. Date and location of next meeting
ICN 2014


